LIFE AND  LETTERS  OF H.   TAINE
ing me. Therefore : 1, You have forgiven my letter (th one before last), my unfortunate efforts to set yo-thinking on politics and to drag you into them by the ear against your will; 2, you will forgive in the future al similar blunders that I may commit, for the flesh is weak and from my essence, or philosophical concept, as from i vessel which is too full, scientific whiffs might escape from time to time, which would be disagreeable to such i poetical and oratorical nose as yours.
Moreover, in similar occurrences, you will recall me t< reason, as one would rally a student who had failed in i black-board demonstration through having omitted to con sider one of the data of the question. The datum in thi case is your nature. Such is the treaty which I propose t( you and which I advise you to make with Planat. Ii would be a fine thing if a circle became angry with the square because all the parts of the square are not at an equal distance from the centre, and if the square were tc excommunicate the triangle because the triangle has not four sides ! We three represent the circle, the square and the triangle. Let us live in concord, and, in virtue of the very difference of our natures, new properties wiU be born of our union.
It is of course understood that, if ever, finding that your mode of living made you unhappy, and seeing me happy in mine, you inclined towards my views, I reserve to myself the right of encouraging you, and vice versa.
In faith of which I here sign myself
H. TAINE.
If you were a Christian, my poor friend, I would send 86
1 Polyeucte (Gorneille), Act IV. sc. iii. 85eophyte, a sort of Polyeucte, urging you to conversior
